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January 2025/2024 
Welcome to the Moffat Centre Scottish Visitor Attraction
Barometer. The Barometer continues to review visitor
attraction performance throughout Scotland, highlighting
trends across various industry sectors and categories as
attraction operators requested.

This Barometer compares the period of January 2025 and
January 2024. Some 595 attraction operators provided
figures for January 2025 with 593 attractions providing
comparable visits figures. The total number of visits for the
responding 593 barometer attractions in Scotland for
January 2025 was 2,179,725 Compared to data from the
previous year of 1,890,087 visits, this shows a visit increase
of 15.3%.
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Comparable
Attractions

SCOTLAND OVERVIEW 593

15.3%

15.3%

Total Visits in January 2025

2,179,725
National visits compared to January 2024

National visits year to date vs. 2024

Total Visits in 2025 to date
2,179,725



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Page 4

The January 2025 Scottish Visitor Attraction Barometer showed an increase in visitor numbers to attractions in Scotland
compared to the same period in 2024. Scotland’s visitor attractions saw a 15.3% increase in visitors in January 2024 compared
to the same time in 2023.

Accessible Small Towns saw a significant increase in visits compared to January 2025, and the Perth & Kinross Local Authority
area (reporting 3+ attractions) saw a 649.6% increase, compared to January 2024. Looking at specific sectors, the Heritage
Centre (67.7%) and Historic Houses/Palaces (65.2%) categories continued to record the most substantial visitor growth.
Attractions in the Activity Attractions category showed a 21.1% decrease in visits compared to the same period in 2024.

On Thursday the 23rd of January 2025, a rare red weather warning was activated as Storm Éowyn battered the central belt and
southern Scotland, damaged was caused to many attractions including the Battle of Bannockburn Visitor Centre and Falkland
Palace.

The consumer backdrop shows the latest Inflation Figures from the Office of National Statistics, UK CPI (consumer prices
inflation) in the 12 months to January 2025 is 3.0%, up from 2.5% in December 2024. The CPI 12-month rate (%) for January
2025 for recreational and cultural services, specifically Museums, libraries and zoological gardens (as a proxy for the attraction
sector) is 3.8% up from 3.4% in December 204. Inflation rates for restaurants and cafes were 3.3% down from 3.4% in December
2024.

Data from the Scottish Retail Consortium showed that total retail sales in Scotland increased by 1.5% in January 2025 compared
to the same period in 2024, however, compared to the 1.9% increase in December 2024 this was disappointing growth in total
sales. Total food sales increased by 2.5% compared to the monthly performance of January 2024. 
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Domestic consumer sentiment published by the GB National Tourist Boards covering January 2025 found that 19% of
respondents said they had “…been hit hard - no option but to cut back on spending” (no change on the December 2024 survey).
The survey recorded 47% of respondents (a 1% increase on the December 2024 Survey) saying they were “…cautious - things are
ok but I feel I have to be very careful”.

Despite consumer concern about the state of the economy, 23% of UK adults intended to take a domestic overnight trip in the
first quarter of 2025 and 80% in the following 12 months. These figures were comparable with those who planned an overnight
trip in the previous 12 months (79%). However, the three key barriers to taking an overnight UK trip in the next six months
continue to be the UK weather, rising cost of living, and personal finances. The figures as mentioned earlier have been
consistent across previously published GB National Tourist Surveys (VisitBritain 2025), this continues to show the importance
attached to holiday expenditure even in a challenging economic environment.

Globally, the International Air Transport Association (IATA) reported that for January 2025 global air passenger demand,
measured by revenue per kilometer, was up 10.0% compared to January 2024. International demand rose 12.4% over the same
period with domestic demand increasing 6.1%. Europe region was the biggest global air passenger growth driver in January 2024
at 23.5% when compared to Asia-Pacific at 16.8%.

Chris Greenwood
Senior Research Fellow 
Moffat Centre for Travel and Tourism Business Development
Glasgow School for Business and Society
Glasgow Caledonian University
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The largest percentage increase in visits recorded by
former VisitScotland Regions for January 2025 was
experienced by visitor attractions in the Perthshire
Region.

The largest percentage decrease in visits recorded
by former VisitScotland Regions for January 2025
was experienced by visitor attractions in the Angus
& City of Dundee Region.

The most significant percentage increase in visits
recorded in the SGREP when comparing January
2025 with the same period in 2024 was experienced
by visitor attractions in the Highlands and Islands
Region.

During this period, attractions in the Heritage Centre
category recorded the largest percentage increase in
visits.

Attractions in the Activity Attractions category
recorded the greatest percentage decrease in visits
compared to January 2024.

Attractions welcoming between 50,000 and 99,999 visits per year experienced
the largest increase when comparing January 2025 with January 2024. 

Attractions in Accessible Small Towns saw the most significant increase when
comparing January 2025 with January 2024.

The most significant percentage increase in visits by Council Area (reporting
3+ attractions) was experienced by attractions in the Perth & Kinross Area
followed by the Scottish Borders Area. Visitor Attractions in the Midlothian
Area experienced the most significant percentage decrease in visits when
comparing January 2025 with January 2024.
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P o l i c y  O v e r v i e w

ADMISSIONS
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January 2024 Comparison
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PERFORMANCE

2025 Year to Date (vs. 2024)
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PERFORMANCE

2025 Year to Date (vs. 2024)2025 January (vs. 2024)
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PERFORMANCE

2025 2024
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PERFORMANCE

2025 2024

2025 January (vs. 2024) 2025 Year to Date (vs. 2024)
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By Counci l  Area
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2024 Year to Date (vs. 2023)

Aberdeen City

Aberdeensh
ire

Angu
s

Argy
ll &

 Bute

Clack
mannansh

ire

Dumfri
es &

 Gallo
way

Dundee City

Ea
st 

Ayrs
hire

Ea
st 

Dunbarto
nsh

ire

Ea
st 

Lo
thian

Ea
st 

Renfre
wsh

ire

Ed
inburgh

, C
ity

 of

Eile
an Si

ar

Fa
lkirk Fif

e

Glasgo
w City

High
land

Inve
rcl

yd
e

Midlothian

Moray

North
 Ayrs

hire

North
 La

narks
hire

Orkney I
sla

nds

Perth
 &

 Kinross

Renfre
wsh

ire

Sco
tti

sh
 Borders

Sh
etla

nd Isl
ands

So
uth Ayrs

hire

So
uth La

narks
hire

Sti
rlin

g

West 
Dunbarto

nsh
ire

West 
Lo

thian
0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

Aberdeen City

Aberdeensh
ire

Angu
s

Argy
ll &

 Bute

Clack
mannansh

ire

Dumfri
es &

 Gallo
way

Dundee City

Ea
st 

Ayrs
hire

Ea
st 

Dunbarto
nsh

ire

Ea
st 

Lo
thian

Ea
st 

Renfre
wsh

ire

Ed
inburgh

, C
ity

 of

Eile
an Si

ar

Fa
lkirk Fif

e

Glasgo
w City

High
land

Inve
rcl

yd
e

Midlothian

Moray

North
 Ayrs

hire

North
 La

narks
hire

Orkney I
sla

nds

Perth
 &

 Kinross

Renfre
wsh

ire

Sco
tti

sh
 Borders

Sh
etla

nd Isl
ands

So
uth Ayrs

hire

So
uth La

narks
hire

Sti
rlin

g

West 
Dunbarto

nsh
ire

West 
Lo

thian
0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000



By Vis i t  Scot land Area

PERFORMANCE

2025 January (vs. 2024) Year to Date 2025/2024

By Regional  Economic  Partnerships
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2025 January (vs. 2024) Year to Date 2025/2024

By Attract ion Category
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By Volume of  V is i ts
2025 January (vs. 2024) Year to Date 2025/2024
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Currency Trends

CURRENCY - OVERVIEW
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Top F ive Scott ish  Airports

 AIRPORT PASSENGER - OVERVIEW
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WEATHER: SCOTLAND - OVERVIEW
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1.  On Thursday the 23rd of January 2025, a rare red weather warning was activated as Storm Éowyn battered the central belt and southern Scotland. The Met Office
stated that Éowyn was “probably”  the strongest storm to hit the UK in at least 10 years. Damage was caused to many attractions including the Battle of
Bannockburn Visitor Centre and Falkland Palace.
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1.  On Sunday 28th January 2024, a weather station in a Scottish village, Kinlochewe, in the north-west Highlands recorded 19.6°C.

2.  On the 20th of  February the Scottish Government launched the Gaelic Tourism Strategy for Scotland 2024-2029. 

3.  VisitScotland announced that the Quality Assurance (QA) scheme will end on the 31st of March 2025.

4.  VisitScotland announced that all 25 information centres (iCentres) will be closed over the next two years, They will be closed via a phased closure programme by
the 31st of March 2026.  

5. Easter Weekend fell at the end of March (Good Friday was on the 29th).

6. The Visitor Levy (Scotland) Act 2024 became legislation on the 20th of September 2024. City of Edinburgh Council have completed a 12 week public consultation
and if agreed by Councillors on 24th January Edinburgh’s Visitor Levy charge will start being applied to bookings made on and after 1 May 2025 to stay in overnight
accommodation in the city on and after 24 July 2026.
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